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Tainted soil still at Suncoast Dome

By MICHAEL SZNAJDERMAN
Tribune Stafl Writer

ST PETERSBURG — Twa
truckloads of ehemically tainted soll
have been removed from & con-
struction site at e Flarida Sun-

ul & smaller amount
of more concentrated, contaminat-
ed soll remains af the dome.

Bill Hargett, public works ad-
ministrator, said the material was
discovered severnl weeks ago dur-
ing _construction fo shore up the
banks of Booker Creek, which runs

INTOURN the dome complex.

While maving earth, workers u-
covered & small, underground stor-
age tank, Hargett said Tests later
showed about five cublic yards of
material in the botiom of the tank
o be contaminated with benzese. a
chemical solvent. Another 40 cubic
yards of soil arosnd the tank —
aboat kioads worth — aiso
contained some costaminants, but
a1 & lower concentration.

Mary Yeargan an environmes-
tal specialist with the state
ment of Environmental Regulation

DER), said e we trockioads of
il were Wednesay from
ihe dome to the ciry's Toytown
Landfill. where about 125,600 cobic
yards of material from the dome's
earlier, massive toxic waste discov-
ken. The material at the
1andfill is underpoing cleanup. The
landfill is just east of Interstate 175,
between Gandy and Roosevell bou-
Jevards.

Tom Gibson, e cify's assistant
engineering director, said (he re-
maining material at the dome —

bees sealed in containers and se-
cured in & feaced area while offi-
cials swail word from DER about
what 1o do with it

ot the cost of the
clesnsp sl roughly $10.000 to
$15.000, aithoagh (he price could
rise depending on the disposal re-
wllm of the remaining mate-
ria

The cost of the original cieanup

a1 ihe dome. for years the site of a
snicipal gas plant, was about §5.7

sbout 10 yard bags worth — has  million.
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Hurricane official warns of ‘the big one’
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jenrsater city commissioners, however, len
tatively passed an ordinance last Thursday that
does away with he life-of thesiructure rule, sub-
Slituting o one-yeir policy instead. Only when
building improvements exceeded 50 percent of a
building's valle i & single year would the fNood
requirements kick in. Commissioners are expec
ted o give final approval when they meel Sepl
5

ity officials question (he validity of he state
Fule because (| oziginates, they say, from a staff
Interprotation of federal palicy Instead of formal
Fule- or Inw-making,

State rules, farthermore, have been applied
unevenly across the SIates cossial clties, Clear-
water officials say

usInEss INETEStS AN beach property owners

Rave pushed for the Clearwater ordinance, say-
Ing he current rules violate their property
rights.

Some state oficials, mesnwhile, have begun

1o call for far tougher restrictions on Grrns
ufier & hurricane because of Me expecied de-
mands on taxpayers.

In the shori term. making it difficuit. if not
impossible. (o rebulld after a hurricane could
mean less of @ property tax base, Bilodesu said.
That, in turn, would make it more difficult for
local pavernments o generate

“But ultimately, the best thing fo do s bite
the bullel.” he said. That's because in the loag
run, rebuilding causes even more problems, Bilo-

Wednesday's conference came in the middie
OF the NarFicane seasan, Which runs INFoagh No-
vember_ and just two days afier Herricane Bob
skirted most of the Easl Coast befare plowing
inta Rhode Istand and Massachuseits.

Bok's Winds reached 135 mph af its height,
and the storm has been blamed for |§ deaths and
mare than §1 billion demage. Nearly 300,000 peo-
ple still had no power on Wednesday

A si0rm 1ke Bob tha inched s way up Flork
AR5 eas! CORSE AN (héd moved inland could play
heavoc with evacuation efforts because of the

number of people Who would be Mma from
Iheif bomes. emergency panners

‘Where would all thase people p" Bilodeay
msked

Hurricase Eless did something similar In
1983, skirting up (he Galf coast and forcing about
165.000 peopie into sbelers in Pinellas and Hills-
borough counties. But (he Tompa Bay area feit
only a whisper of he starm's power,

“If you think you have been In & hurricane
because of Elena, you're dead wroag” said Bob
Taylor, direcior of emergeacy planaing for Hills-
borough County.

The last severe hurricane to hie Tampa Bay
was & Calegory 3 storm in 1921 with wiod speed
of 111 mph to 130 mph.
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Tampa Waler surges in excess
pummel mest of the Pinelias coastiine

“They don'l happes very often.” Weather
Chansel meteorologist Jotn Hope said of major
busricanes. “Bul they will happen again "
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